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SURINAME SHIF

ROUTE MAaRFEINGS

By Frank Julsen

Although it is the intention of this ar-—
ticle to catalogue and describe handstamp
markings first used in 1877 at the main
post office at Paramaribo in Suriname to
indicate the routes of letters with over-—
seas destinations, a few notes of postal
history are in order.

The basic connections between the mother
country, Holland, and its two colonies in
the western hemisphere —— Suriname and
the six islands comprising the colony of
Curacao ~— were implemented by the "Geoc-
troyeerde West-Indische Compagnie". This
organization, founded in 1621 with prin-
cipal offices in Amsterdam, Rotterdam and
Middelburg, had been granted the monopoly
for all trade with the West Indies and
Suriname; as part of the arrangement the
company also was granted a monopoly for
the transport of mail to and from these
colonies, beginning in 14634 when the
Dutch took over the territory of Curacao,
and then in 146467 when they ousted the
British from Suriname. The postal mono-
poly was withdrawn in 1674.

Over the next hundred years trade between
the mother country and the colonies was
parcelled out by the government to va-
rious organizations; however, the "GWC"
managed to retain, for example, the mono-
poly of the importation of slaves into
the colony of Suriname and to exact fees
for cargo entering and leaving the colo-
ny. (At this point, let us speak now only
in terms of Suriname). Eventually, the
trade activities of the GWC went into de-
cline and by 1791 the company was dissol-
ved. The Dutch government then took over
trade and defense responsibilities until
1799, when the British returned and held
the area until 1815. The colony was re-—
turned to Holland permanently according
to the Treaty of 1816.

Meanwhile, after the loss of the monopoly
by GWC in 14674, transport of mail usually
became rather haphazard: some was still
carried by GWC ships, or ships of other
companies/lines calling at the colony, or
obliging sea captains carried the mail
back to European (and other) ports, for a
small fee.

It was not until the 1830°'s that some
semblance of a regular postal system
emerged, built around contracts between
the Dutch government, the French Compag-
nie Generale Transatlantique and the Bri-
tish Royal Mail packet. This arrangement
lasted until 1885, by which time the
"w.W.I.M." (Royal Dutch West Indies Mail
Service) was established.

Meanwhile, and now we begin to enter into
our main subject, to implement the ship-
ment of mail between Holland and Suriname

(and also Holland and Curacao), the Dutch
postal authorities supplied the post
office at Faramaribo with special "mail
route" handstamps that were to be applied
to outgoing mail. Specifically, there
were two classes of handstamps:

1. For mail that was routed to Holland
(and other destinations) via British
or French ports of transit. These
are called "Indirect Mail".

First use of these was in 1877 for
Southampton and St. Nazaire, respec—
tively. Havre was added in 1885 and
Flymouth in 1891.

11. For mail that was routed "direct" on
ships of the K.W.I.M. line, another
form of handstamp was introduced in
188%, reading "Ned: W: Indie/Stoom—
schepen/Rechtstreeks”.

Gradually, use of these markings waned as
more and more ships began to include Su-
riname in their schedules and the trans-
port of mail was widened to include these
various ships and ship lines. By the ear-—
1y 1900°s these markings disappeared from
use.

It should be noted that a third class of
handstamp, "West Indie Zeepost", also was
sent to Paramaribo in  1877. Little is
known of the function of this marking,
which we shall discuss later.

Mow for the individual classes and types
of these route markings:

I. ROUTE MAREINGS FOR INDIRECT MAIL

For mail intended to be transported via
Southampton, those letters were stamped
with the "Suriname over Southampton" rou-—
ting mark and then sent to Demerara, Bri-
tish Guiana, where they were picked up by
the ships of the British Royal Mail Steam
Facket Company, with which the Dutch Min-
istry of Finance had a contractual agree-—
ment to carry mail from Suriname (and al-
s0 Curacao, by the way). There was a si-
milar arrangement with the French, whose
Compagnie Generale Transatlantique accep-—
ted mail at Faramaribo for transport via
the French port of 8t. Nazaire, later
changed to the post of Le Havre.

a— "Suriname over Southampton

There are two types of this marking, dif-
fering in the height and width of the
letters. They are known in black (most
often), purple and blue cancelling ink.
Blue is especially scarce.
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The postal card illustrated
below is an interesting
ample of one of the ways in
which mail from Faramaribo
was processed by the French L
line, "Compagnie Generale
Transatlantigue". Usually,
in accordance with the con-
tract betweesn the Dutch go-
vernment and this ship 1i
mail  From Suriname de i
for delivery in Holland was
stamped with the appropriate

route mark - S, ; or 4
¢, Che Havire—= and - thien
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b- "Suriname over St. Nazaire! -  CREN K = ,
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although three copies of this hand- -8 pl{kgf' }3r18{1§ﬁ&trt‘ N
stamp were sent to Faramaribo, they AN R - "
are identical in size and shape, un=— : \ o

like the two "Southampton® VeIrsL0NS.

ppparently, less mail was routed
through this French port, with the
& 1t that esxamples of the St. Na-—
malr marking are rather scarce. All
examples I have en are dated prior
o 1885, leading to the supposition
that Le Havre replaced St. Nazaire as
the transit port for mail from.« the
Dutoch . Indies.

In this particular case, the
above postal card did not
guality for Cthe Dutchipact
bag and was handed aboard
the Frernch ship, where it
received the octagonal hand-
stamp identifying the ship
Ss P beings tromn: iine S E Lt
this French company’'s fleet.
fe a. matter et fact, Line ©

carried a post office on its
run ~ from  Fort de Franoce
(Martinigue) &) Cayenne
- (French GBuiana) and return,
= with stops at various ports
including Faramaribo. At

Fort de France the mail
bags, as well as loose mail,
was transferred to Line A,
which in  tuwrn carried the
mail to St. HNazaire. The

P o . 2 above cover, of course, was

then sent on its way to
Above is a nice example of this route Switzerland Ffrom St. Nazaire. A pity the
stamp, with the stamp (ultramarine shade) "Line C" handstamp is so lightly applied. [
properly cancelled in black with the The card carries a Basel receiving stamp
w204"  numeral handstamp, accompanied by dated August 23, indicating the transit
the single-circle "paramaribo"” date stamp time from Faramaribo to be EB days. Very
and, of course, the route marking. good service for those times.
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By Gert Holstege

Thi s grticle was published in the September 1987 issue of the
Nederlandsch Maandblad voor Fhilately, and is b ing reprinted

here with the BHPress issi
. 2 @M =25 permission of Mr. Holstege a he
editors of the Maandblad. . ke

Translated by Jan Enthoven
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An unused example of the S cent orange

at

After some time I rejoined Wr. £.. and be
ntormed me that G. had confe 2 that he
had stolen some of the stamy pentioned
afiove. Noting this, I remind G tbat
two dempands still  had to ke satisfied,
i€, Ffirst the cosplete clarification on
how he : been able to appropriate the
tamps and second to voluntarily allow a
exrehiaf his hotuse in whech Mr. E. and
| r. v.d. Poll would sccompany me.
‘ The first depand he complied with readily
| (more about this iIn the second part of
this report). The second dewand he refu-
sed, stating among other things, that his
wife was  i1l. However I insisted, saving
that the courts would do this same day.
what he wouldn™t allow us *to do volunta-
] rily. After & while bhe gave in and so we
went to his house, close to Haerlem., fol-
lowed by hiw (be wanted to lead first).
Although he assured us that we would not 6. Mr. Johannes Enschede {Joh. W)
find anything, he opened a drawer in the
first room we campe to. It contained a

)
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in
.

sheet of Luxemburgh and a sheet of Efast The d4th  of June we wet again tor the se-

Indies stamps, and he stated that he bhad cond part of our task. The first thing we
g" taken them home to show bis friends bow discussed was the exact Way of how~the
. stamps were printed. These sheets I also abuse could have happened.

confiscated. and thep searched all the In the past proofs of stamps, which were

closets and storage places in that roon destined to he reviewed. were printed on

and 3 more rooms hut did not find any paper without special markings. Hr. v.d.

11
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DATA FROM THE ARCHIVES OF JOH. ENSCHEDE
AND SONS.

The archives of Ensche
facts.

also added some

To get a good idea of the organization we
show here the responsibilities of the di-
rectors of Enschede as of Jan 1, 18%94:
iise Adriaan  Justus Enschede (1§
BN General Affairs, book
bookstore and buildings.
M= Johannes Enschede (Joh. Vsl

2eping.,

1%

194 19:¢ Primting plant (in combined
responsibility with Charles Enschede),
editor of the Oprechte Haarlemsche



Courant (Haarlem®s Sincere Newspaper) .
M« Charles Enschede (1855-1919) &
Frinting Flant (in combined responsi-
bility with Joh. V).

Johannes V., (ill. 6) usually called Jan,
is the one who talks to Engelbregt (ill.
7y. Joh. V. also takes the minutes of the
meetings of the Directors. These minutes
look more like the personal insight of
Joh. V. then regular minutes. We find
some interesting facts in relation to the
case with Gietzelt.

Carl August Gietrelt was & German, born
in 1848 and hired as foreman on September
S 1893%. A lot of effort had gone into
hiring him because a NewW foreman was nee-
ded on short notice. The previous one,
Robert Rinker, also a German and with the
firma since 1878 had quarrelled with Con~
troller v.d. Foll, who according to him
had stuck his nose in business that did
not  concern  him. Because of this Rinker
resigned on May 1. 1893%, but before he
left, in April 1893, he performed a re-
markable trick. This is described by Joh.
V. in his minute-book as follows:

When he left., Rinker triumphantly gave Us
a package with all kind of busipness rela-
ting to the Posts. as proof that the cob—
trols never scared him too much. Mr. A.J.
at Ffirst stored the package in Timmermpans
warehouse. Recently however, Iin & Conver-
sation with the Controller. be mentioned
that we were in the possession of the
package, and bhe ordered Timmermans to
give it to the Controller.

The Controller became enraged and deman-—
ded that Gietzelt would be placed under
his direction. Joh. V. who begins to find
the situation gradually untenable. refu—
see the request in his answer to the Con—=
troller and tells him that he should only
approach the Director of the department
and not to the printers themselves.

On October 16, 1897  Joh. V. adds 1in his
minute—book:

The reply of the Controller came in. and
Mr. B.J. turped it over to we to answer.
Luckily I did not have to do it. Mr. A.J.
was with the Controller in Amsterdam on
Thursday and nade peace with him. He sta—
ted that everything would ke done as it
was done in the past and be could take
care of busipess directly with the fore-
pan. He notified Gietzelt of this on Fri-
day. According to pe however, the ques-
tion has not hbeen resolved, hecause in
the past it bad been done two ways. At
the FiscuUSsIons between Rinker and
sSweerts”?, the first bad the upper hand.
hut after the actions of Mr. wv.d. Poll
this changed, and he considered himself
as the person who nade the decisions. Not
un justly. Rinker ob jected to this, and bhe
resigned, because he did not want to sub-
nit himself to this. What will Gietzelt
do? If he submits, then the Controller
will be hoss insthe Printshops if he
doesp’t then Hr. A.d. will bave the same
difficulties.
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2.2 Eontrol stamp
SEaZ o the
margin of @ o 19
cent ‘hanging
hair ' of Curacao.
Thesse stamps ware
used to  mark the
sheets

(Mr .
Frintshop until January 14 1874)

A.d. Ernschede was Director of the

That Gietzelt hehaved noteworthy under
these conditions shows in an entry by
Joh. V. on December 17, 1894:

Last week somebody potified me of the

fact that Gietrelt had paid for an order

of cognac. amounting to FF . ot 50, comples

tely in postage SCamps. This sounded wvery
SUSPICIOUS.

os it happened. I had mentioned the last
couple of days. that we should not retain
Gictrelt in the long run. Recause of the
hetter organization we started this year,
I no longer think we need this expensive
foreman. especially since I doubted his
knowledge and loyalty.

When it came to light that Gietzelt in-—
deed had committed fraud, he was fired on
the spot on May IO, 1895, as described by
Engelbregt. The personnel in the Frint-
shop was notified of this with a bulletin
o L i e 0

Joh. V. enters in his minutes of June 29
the history as already elaborately des-
cribed by Engelbregt.
Engel bregt regarded the
resolved. and

He continues: e,
matter as being
therefore this whole busi-

pess  remained within the lipits of @&
private scandal. The damage to the State
is mipimal. but if this case would have

become & public scandal. the damage o
our name would have keen immeasurable. In
The Hague the case Was considered very
important. It was stated that, if this ix
possible, all security was gone, and all
kinds of fraud would he possible. If the

7 D.M.L. Baron Sweerts de Landas was
‘Controller of Fostage Stamp Manufacture’
in Haarlem from November 1é&, 1875 until
July 1, 1891 and was the predecessor of
J. van de Foll (see note )



fabrication of staemps will continuse to be
our privilege, our firm will bave to gua-
rantee complete security.

After this Joh. V. writes that better se-
curity measures should be taken, "hecause
it would not matter puch, even if this
would increase the cost of operation. as
long as the measuares performed as expec-

5 * He concludes his notes about this

course has not heen  back
ay. n  Saturday ewvening 1

heen named forempan. I  want to

give our chemwist, Hofstede., & wore Iimmpe-
diats pard in the operations. Gistrelt
came todav to say goodbye and will depart

for Berlin toworrow. NWe gave him FI. &0
in travelling money. As & start we bave
installed a PRureau of VUerification ith

Timmermans as head and starting on the
tirs=t of Jul g,

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE EVENTS
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Het is ons gebleken, dat onze mecesterknecht GIETZELT, zich
schuldig gemaakt heeft aan cenc onregelmatigheid in zijne administratie.
De zaak zelve is van geen groot belang, maar van niemand van ons
personeel, wic ook, moge wij iets door de vingers zien, dat niet
volkomen cerlijk en ter goeder trouw is.

Wij mogen dat nict doen, omdat het groot vertrouwen dat wij
genicten, voor cen groot decel voortvloeit uit de zcekerheid dat
het gansche personeel van Jon. Enscuepet EN ZONEN uit volkomen
eerlijke en betrouwbare personen bestaat.

Wij hebben ons daarom genoodzaakt gezien den meesterknecht
C. GIETZELT onmiddellijk met den dag van heden te ontslaan.

Zijne betrckking wordt tijdelijk opgedragen aan C. E. AB-
SPOEL, meesterknecht. der zetterij.

HAARLEM, 30 MEI 1895.

10, Bulletin issued to the personnel of
Joh. Enschede on May 1895
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CONCLUSION

The 5 cént stamp of the type "hanging
hair® in fhe color orange is a product
emanatino from a fraudulent foreman in
the printshop of Enschede and Sons. The
stamps were stolen from the shop and were
never in the hands of the Fost. Therefore
the stamps were never issued, contrary to
what the Controller-Warehouse master J.
van de Foil wrote to J.BE. Robert, editor
of the Nederlansche Tijdschrift voor
Postregel kunde. The reason the Controller
gave this misleading answer was due to
the fact that his superiors with the Fost
and (through their insistence) Joh.
Enschede and Sons, wanted to keep the
whole issue sub rosa” and did not want
to involve the Courts®. Therefore the 5
cent orange *hanging hair® is not a
postage stamp, not even a color proof,
and thus should not be mentioned in the
catalogue as a “misprint’. The stamp is
identical with a regular forgery and any
reference to value should be avoided in
the future.

Gert Holstege,
Rotterdam, August 3, 1983

The following persons cooperated with
this article: Mr. W.S. da Costa, BGonne
Flipse (museum Enschede), Heleen de Jong

(Netherlands Fostal Museum), Edith Klink,
Registrar FTT)

Simon Lodder (Archive and
and J. Vellekoop.

In a letter to the Maandblad and pu-
blished in the December 1983 issue, M .
Holstege writes:

The question of the 5 cent
(hanging hair)

orange

Last Month’'s reaction to the September
article by Roelf Boekema deserves some
Lind of reply.

i Contrary to Boekema’'s twofold asser-—
Ed R, I did not state that the S cent
orange was worthless. I did say, however,
that the catalogue should no longer give
a value to it, because this is never done
with forgeries. But this does not mean
that the stamp is worthless (see point 6)

2., BGietzelt did not intend the © cent
orange to be to the disadvantage of the
Fost, in contrast with the many otheir
stamps fabricated by him, otherwise he
would have printed the 5 cent blue and
not orange.

The idea was that dealers or collectors
would give him a lot of money (or at
least more than the nominal value) for
this ‘variation’. When this did not work
Gietrelt tried to get rid of the stamps
at face value, but this got him into
trouble when the color was not right.

The most one can say of this stamp is,
that it was for the most part a failed
forgery to the disadvantage of the Fost !

This cover
was recent-
1y traded

att a Yar
Dieten auc—
tion.

® Regarding this Mr. W.8. da Costa
noted that people may be guestioning some
of the +acts of the case.

A. Was it allowable for a highly placed
civil servant as Engelbregt to threaten
Gietzelt continuously with the police,
when at the same time he was ordered to
keep the courts out of this at all costs?
From his point of view definitely, becau-
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se one should realize that, in those days
a suspect, even in a preliminary inquiry,
did not receive as much consideration as
we already for quite a while deem neces-—
sary. The Code of Criminal Law, dating
from 1878, and already out of date, did
not give any indication for any other
line of conduct. G. would not have expec—
ted any other treatment, even if he had



3. Contrary to Boekema’'s suggestions, the
Fosts in all cases where it was recogni-
zed as a deviation, did not accept the
stamps for postage! (see the Farcelpost
cards from Aalten and the stories by Mr.
Bohlmei jer in  the "Nederlandsch Tiid-
schrift wvoor Postregelbkunde" of 1895).
With the letters franked with the % cent
orange that were transported by the post,
the stamps were not recognized as devia-
tions, and they were treated as 3 cent
e2e the Zrd illustration in the
2 article)

On top of that some of these letters were
mailed by philatelists!

4. Contrary to Boekema’'s assertions, the
fact that only a few orange S-cent stamps
have been used on letters without detec—
tion by the Fost, gives these stamps no
different status. There have been recent
stickers thalt resemble postage stamps and
which for that reason were not recognized
my the FPost as deviations. It is clear

L this fact did not transform these
stickers into postage stamps or in0 any
other manner affected their status.

clares correctly that "with-
out krnowledge of any authorities the
stamps wara  fraudulently printed and
later stolen” and thereafter "issued and
circulated by an individual". How he then
carn justify his statement, that with this
action a ‘genuine’ stamp was created, i
not clear toc me.

H. EBoekema de

& Az far as  the value of the 9 cent
orangs ‘hanging hair’ is concerned: this
is determined by auwction results  and not
by Mr. EBoskema.

The buver at least knows that he does not
by a postage stamp but a forgery
(al though a very special one)!

Gert Holstege, Rotterdam
Outober 24, 19873
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cism omn th inquiry and the remigration
of G. is unreasonable it will be clear
that it would be shametul for an offi-
cial, under our  contemporary standards,
to be forced to tell untruths, as the
Fostal Dir tor  of  Amsterdam  Van der
Upwich e denced  when interested per-—
sons asked him  straightforward if  the
stamp was genuine, yes or no.
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A final note on comments in the press on
M. Holstege's article. The following was
the main part of an item appesring in the
April 1984 issue of the Maandblads:

"N real misprint of cot
accidentally during the p
normal stamps. The O cent orangs
ging hair’ however, Wé
timely, with the onls

get money from the pock
telists
It is a priva LLES .
as such, but still an inferior
H. Koopman, Ealmthout, Belgium
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ement
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have to guestion the
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TREND
by F.H.A. Rummens

Franking labels are ready-while-vou-wailt
Htamps . That is one definition. Increa-
singly available in a number of countries
(France, NMorway, Switzerland, West-Germa-
ny, Belgium and also The Metherlands),
they are little pieces of paper, gummed
on one side, carrying at least the nams
of the country and & denomination. They
are bought from vending machines, somebi-
mes in pre-set  denominations, sometimes
available in any denomination by way of
toggle switches which can be set between
QOO0 and 999.

The labels are stuck
to prepay the postage. Therefors they
have &1l the functionality of & postage
stamp and they differ from the resal stamp
only im that they do not carry a pretty
colored picture and they are printed
right din the vending machine rather than
by a printing plant.

Dutch franking label looks mislea-—
y like a machine cancel, since it
ies  also the ple and date of puwr-

on letters et cetera

appears Lo bs unigue for the

and frankly we cannot see

this extra information. The

like any stamp, still needs to be

shows a FDO of a
16 Nov 98l

@l led. The
gian label

Figure
camcel Lead

roc &

0f course, the abuse has already started.
an advertisement of the Belgian
Bervice announcing the inaugura-

of four denominations in six places
simultaneously; all 24 FDC's were offered
for “Efi= 5600

Do we have to collect these labels?
1t S wyow Sdonct - like ta' i the
answer ,
tely. But there is
ugly labels

ambassadors of

“Not
obvious
little fear that these
will replace the colorful
good-will. The advertising
impact of the normal stamp is so great
that postal services anywhere will be
instructed by their political masters to
keep the stamp in a high place of honor.
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1 des, there is not t nickel iy
i world te mint atl & =z coins that
suddenly  would be reguir for the label

vending machines.
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One might wonder why, in the Speciale
Catalogus, the date of issue of the 2

172 cent (ueen Wilhelmina stamp of Suri-
neame (#244) is not given, although this
information is usually part and parcel of
similar descriptions for other issues. On
reason may be the fact that the stamp was
prematuraly made available to the public
an June 12, 1946. Approximately 200 First
Day Covers were processed that day before
the stamps were abruptly withdrawn from
sale——with no explanation, according to
local sources of that time. Then, on June
21 their sale was authorized and another
200 or so "First Day" covers were proces-
sed. The Averaat & Okker catalogue lists
June 12 as the "First Day" date, but the
second date poses a guestion that probab-
ly will never be resolved: Which is the
"official" date of issue of this stamp?

A guestion for our members:

member have a First Day cover of
#1420 or #1440C7
stamps (#142

does  any

Curacao
We know that pert 12 1/2
and #144) were issued on May
10, 1241, but none of the catalogues
covers these two stamps in the 13 Fars
perforation, which was also used on March
2,1242. Could this also have been  the
date for the #142C and #144C7 Flease
check vouw collections.

In June 1938 Suriname celebrated the 75th
anniversary of the abolishment of slavery
in the colony with a special series of 4
stamps issued on Juns 1. Although not
generally known, some if not all the
proceads from the sale of these stamps
was designated for the establishment of
an  industrial school for Suriname girls.

The accepted "First Day" of course is
June 1. However, the exact anniversary
date was July 1, at which time special

covers were imprinted with a black cachet

reading "SBuriname/73/Emancipatie/ 1863~
19580 This cachet does not appear on the

June 1 covers.



